
MORALISSUES FILESHARING
American student Joel Tenenbaum was taken to 
court for downloading and sharing songs using the 
peer-to-peer file sharing program Kazaa.

Under US law, recording companies are entitled to 
$750 to $30,000 per infringement, or more if the 
jury believes the infringements were wilful.

In the first case of this kind, a Minnesota jury 
awarded $80,000 per song, amounting to $1.92 
million for sharing 24 songs. 

Joel was found guilty and ordered to pay 
$675,000 (£404,000).

He now must either pay the fine or declare 
bankruptcy. 

Tenenbaum said an entire generation has grown 
up downloading music and his case is not 
unusual, but in a press release, Recording Industry 
Association of America President Mitch Bainwol 
said music fans know right from wrong when it 
comes to illegal downloading.

KEYQUESTIONS
Do you think the ruling was fair? Do you think the law upon which the ruling was based is fair? 

If so, explain why. If not, what alternatives could you suggest?

Do you think this is the best way to deter piracy?
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MORALISSUES FILESHARING
SCENARIO
You’re out for a meal with a family friend who 
works in an independent TV production company. 
She isn’t happy: unless the TV series that they’ve 
just released on DVD sells well, the company is 
going to have to make cutbacks – which might 
include her.

You realise that that’s the TV series that you’ve 
been downloading via a file-sharing site for the 
past couple of days.

KEYQUESTIONS
What do you say to her?

What do you do about the downloads when you get home?
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MORALISSUES PLAGIARISM
Lauren Nassef is a freelance illustrator living in 
Chicago. She showcases her work on her website, 
laurennassef.com.

On the 3rd of August 2009 she was alerted by a 
visitor to her website that a graduate student at 
Falmouth University named Samantha Beeson had 
stolen her drawings and used them in her own 
work.

As well as using the pieces for her degree work, 
Samantha won a £750 award and the opportunity 
to showcase her designs at exhibitions in Hong 
Kong and Paris. She even included Lauren’s 
drawings on her own web portfolio, which she has 
since taken down, and made a fake sketchbook 
with Lauren’s drawings traced or pasted in.

Illustrator Julia Rothman said:

“I’m not sure what the lesson here is. Should 
we be more careful about putting our work 
online? How can we protect ourselves from 
incidents like this?”

KEYQUESTIONS
Why do you think the student copied Lauren’s work?

What do you think the repercussions will be, now that she has been found out?

How do you think Lauren might feel about continuing to share her work online?

S
to

ry
 fro

m
 B

o
o

k
 B

y
 Its C

o
v
e
r: h

ttp
://b

it.ly
/b

o
o

k
b

y
itsc

o
v
e
r

W
o

rk
sh

e
e
t w

ritte
n

 b
y
 J

a
m

e
s G

re
e
n

w
o

o
d

. h
ttp

://w
w

w
.ja

m
e
s-g

re
e
n

w
o

o
d

.c
o

m

Comparison images by Julia Rothman



MORALISSUES SNOOPING
A survey by Cyber-Ark suggests the global slump 
is prompting IT staff to snoop on their colleagues.

35% of those questioned had viewed confidential 
information without permission, including salary 
information & redundancy lists.

74% of those questioned said they could get round 
the controls securing this data. Many admitted 
they would steal information from businesses if 
they were fired.

The most popular targets for those planning to 
steal information were copies of customer account 
databases, passwords for an email admin account 
and merger plans.

The responses suggest the security measures in 
place to prevent abuse were insufficient.

Cyber-Ark CEO Udi Mokady said:

“Businesses must wake up and realize that 
trust is not a security policy.”

KEYQUESTIONS
Why do you think information is becoming a target for employees?

Is this as serious as stealing hardware?

What can be done to prevent employees from snooping?
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MORALISSUES WEBADDICTION
Internet addiction is treated as a mental illness in 
China. Sufferers are sent to training camps where 
they are subjected to military-style discipline in the 
name of rehabilitation.

Some estimates suggest up to 10% of the country’s 
100 million web users could be addicted.

The Chinese government shut down almost 2,000 
internet cafes in 2001 because of concerns over 
the influence of the internet on teenagers.

There is little consensus on how to treat the 
addiction, yet in July China’s Ministry of Health 
formally banned the use of electroshock therapy.

Fifteen-year-old Deng Senshan’s father saw an 
advertisement for Qihang Salvation Training Camp 
on TV, and decided to send his son to the camp. 

Less than 24 hours after arrival, Deng was put in 
solitary confinement and beaten. Deng was later 
found vomiting and taken to a clinic, where he 
died. Several marks were found on his body.

KEYQUESTIONS
Why might China feel so strongly about its young citizens spending time online?

	 » Research into China’s internet history, and the “great firewall of China”.

Think about your own internet access. Are you addicted?
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MORALISSUES CENSORSHIP
Papyrus, a charity set up to tackle suicide in teens, 
says the government should make it illegal for 
websites to give advice on how to commit suicide.

The 1961 Suicide Act says it is illegal to aid, abet, 
counsel, procure or incite someone to commit 
suicide, but to be prosecuted the individual has to 
have knowledge and participated in the suicide. 
This means website owners cannot be prosecuted.

Typing “I want to kill myself” into Google 
offers over 28 million sites, many of which give 
information on how to commit suicide or have 
chatrooms where techniques are discussed.

A spokeswoman for Papyrus said:

“The sites take no responsibility for the advice 
they give, do not identify themselves and 
generally create an atmosphere where suicide 
is normal, acceptable and to be encouraged.”

“The fact is that it is illegal to groom a child to 
have sex, but not to kill themselves.”

KEYQUESTIONS
Should the law be amended, or should people have access to whatever information they want?

If the amendment to the law was passed, how effective would it be?

How could such a law be policed?
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MORALISSUES WEBMEDICINE
No one likes going to visit the doctor and with 
today’s increasingly busy lifestyles, trying to find 
the time to make an appointment with your GP can 
be difficult.  

This has perhaps been compounded by the 
growth in medical self diagnostic internet sites.  
Simply enter a list of your current symptoms into 
the online database and within seconds you will 
receive a ‘medical diagnosis.’  

Being able to put your mind to rest at 3am, 
realising that you probably have a bad bout of 
wind rather than appendicitis can be a very good 
thing.  

However, such sites should be used with caution 
because there is a danger that a serious illness 
could be misdiagnosed by the online ‘medical 
expert’.

KEYQUESTIONS
How accurate do you think these sites can be with their ‘diagnosis’?

What are the potential risks to a patient if the site mis-diagnoses their symptoms?

What are your views on such sites ultimately being there to make money from people who visit them?
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MORALISSUES PLAGIARISM
Many students will admit to having copied sections 
of a web page and submitting it as homework. 

This problem isn’t just confined to school classrooms.  
Recently there has been a worrying growth in 
university students to copying from the internet.  
Many lecturers now have access to software that can 
recognise copied work.  Many students have been 
caught, some even failing their degrees.  

 Faced with the near certainty that the cut-and-paste 
essay will be found out, lazy or dishonest students 
can now turn to websites that offer to write their 
essays for them, and, in every case, guarantee that 
the essays are original. 

These websites defend themselves by saying that 
the essays are only provided as a model answer and 
should not be submitted by the student as their own 
work.   However, how many people really believe 
that a student is going to pay hundreds of pounds 
for a customised essay and then not take the easy 
option of using it as it stands?

KEYQUESTIONS
Do you think plagiarising information has an impact on learning, or is it just another way to work?

How do plagiarism detection tools like turnitin work?

Do you think ‘grades for pay’ are a fair way of working? How could this be stopped?
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